' Aurora Hope Line - 8.

CALLIE
(Forcing a smile.) No, 1t’s...it’s kinda nice. (Beat.) Your uncle live up here?

GABE
Did, in Aurora. Passed a few years back. (Beat. Notices that Callie is still shaken.) Are you
sure you're...

CALLIE
[’'m fine! We can’t let every strange call freak us out, or we’ll never make it through the night!

GABE
...*You don’t sound like you used to?”

CALLIE
Can we just...move on? Please?!

Pause. Gabe nods. The phone rings. They both tense. Another
il Callie presses the button to connect.

CALLIE (cont’d)
Aurora Hope Line, how are you tonight?
Well, nice to meet you Barbara, my name’s Callie! What’s on your mind?
(She listens longer, then lights up.) Oh, that’s funny, my colleague and I were just talking
about—! Do you mind if I patch him into our call? (Covers her mouthpiece. To Gabe:) She’s
asking about talking to her mom. Wanna take it with me? (Gabe nods, she hits F10.)

GABE
Hi, this 1s Gabe. I’d just...suck up the courage and talk to her, heart to heart. Worked for me.

CALLIE
(Covers mouthpiece.) No, the lights! (To caller.) We’re so sorry for the loss of your mother.

GABE
(Nods, gets it. Feels stupid.) Oh, sorry, I didn’t...

CALLIE

(To Gabe, and the caller.) Her mom passed a year ago, Gabe. She heard that some people
believe the northern lights are spirits, right, Barbara? So you’re calling about the aurora?

(Gestures for Gabe to join in to talk about his previous story.)

GABE
Oh! (To the caller.) Y eah, actually, my uncle used to tell me that. The Ojibwe and other
Indigenous peoples up here have stories about the aurora being spirits of ancestors. They
believed that on nights like tonight, when the lights are really strong, there’s a bridge between
the physical and spirit worlds, and the ancestors can hear us.




Aurora Hope Line - 9.

CALLIE
(Listens a beat. To caller:) And you wanted to tell her something you never got to say? If
you...want to say something out loud, to us...maybe she’ll...hear it somehow. (Pause as she
listens. Her expression softens.) Oh, that’s really lovely. That you forgive her.

GABE
“She wasn’t perfect but did her best.” Guess that’s all moms.

CALLIE
(Pause as she listens.) And that you love her. Aww! With the lights this strong, I’'m going to
assume she heard all of that, Barbara. (Beat.) Thank you for sharing that with us. (Beat.)
You’re welcome! You have a glorious night! (Readies to disconnect. Hears one more thing.)

GABE
(Smiles at Callie. To caller:) We will, I promise.

Callie disconnects the call. Pause. They look at each other.

GABE (cont’d)
(Smiles.) “Keep helping people.” That’s a nice compliment to you.

CALLIE
And you.

GABE
[ meant your...idea for the line. (Pause.) Do you...believe in that stuff? Spirits and...all that?

CALLIE
...Not sure, maybe. (Beat.) You?

GABE
...Don’t know. Hope so.

CALLIE

(Smiles.) My Pop-Pop used to say “hope is just faith wearing a different hat.”

GABE
You two were close?

CALLIE
Died when I was twelve, but...yeah. (Pause.) He was the one who always told me I could do
anything 1f I just believed in it hard enough.

GABE
That why you started this place?



